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SUMMARY: 

After obtaining a PhD in 1991, Pete Smith worked as a Higher- then Senior-Scientific Officer at the 
MAFF Central Science Laboratory until 1994. He then worked as a Band 6 and Band 5 Senior 
Research Scientist at Rothamsted Research before joining the University of Aberdeen as a Senior 
Lecturer in 2001. He became a Reader in 2003, and Professor of Soils & Global Change in 2005. 
His main areas of expertise are in modelling greenhouse gas / carbon mitigation, food security, 
bioenergy and ecosystem services. He is co-leader with Prof Jo Smith of the Environmental 
Modelling Group (4 Academic staff, 4 senior research fellows, 10 Post Docs, ~20 PhDs). He is 
Science Director of ClimateXChange, Scotland’s Climate Change Centre of Expertise, and was 
formerly Director-Food Systems of the Scottish Food Security Alliance – Crops and Theme Leader 
of cross-University theme on Environment & Food Security. Pete Smith has published >680 peer-
reviewed journal papers with total citations of >60000. These papers have received >1000 citations 
each year since 2010 and >8000 per year since 2022; Web of Science H-index = 128 (=170 on 
Google Scholar). He has been a Highly Cited Researcher since 2014, since 2020 in both the fields of 
both Environment & Ecology and Agricultural Sciences. 

AWARDS AND HONOURS: 

Royal Society Wolfson Research Merit Award - 2008-2013; Research Fellow of the Royal Society - 
2008-2013; Fellow of the Royal Society of Biology (FRSB elected: 2008); Fellow of the Royal Society 
of Edinburgh (FRSE - elected: 2009); Rothamsted Research Fellow (2010-2015); James Hutton 
Institute Honorary Fellow (2015-2016); Fellow of Institute of Soil Scientists (FI Soil Sci.); John S. 
Waid Award for the best Review in Soil Biology & Biochemistry (2012); British Ecological Society 
Marsh Award for Climate Change Research (2014); European Geosciences Union Philippe 
Duchaufour Medal (2017); Foreign Fellow of the Indian National Science Academy (FNA; elected 
2017); Honorary Member of British Soil Science Society (2017); Fellow of the European Academy 
of Sciences (F EurASc, elected: 2018); Fellow of the Royal Society (FRS, elected: 2017). 

EDUCATION: 

BSc (First Class Hons) Zoology – University College London (1986); PGCE (Distinction) – University of 
London, Institute of Education (1987); PhD – Animal & Microbial Sciences, University of Reading (1991) 

CAREER HISTORY: 

2005-present: Professor, School of Biological Sciences, University of Aberdeen; 2001-2005: Senior 
Lecturer then Reader, School of Biological Sciences, University of Aberdeen; 1994-2000: Soil 
Science, Rothamsted Research, Senior Research Scientist; 1991-1994: MAFF Central Science 
Laboratory, Higher then Senior Scientific Officer 

RESEARCH INTERESTS AND RESEARCH FUNDING: 

Soil carbon, greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, climate change, ecosystem modelling, 
biogeochemistry, global change, bioenergy, food systems. Research funding in last 5 years > £7M. 

ACTIVITIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:  

Scotland’s First Minister’s Environment Council (2021-present); Science Director of Scotland’s 
Climate Change Centre of Expertise [ClimateXChange] (2011-present); Chair of Royal Society’s 
Global Environmental Research Committee (2019-2022); Chair of Royal Society’s Earth and 
Environmental Sciences Fellowship Committee (2023-present); Member of UN FAO International 
Soils Technical Panel (2022-present); Specialist Advisor to House of Lords Science & Technology 
Committee Enquiry of nature-based solutions (2021); Food and Climate Systems Transformation 
Alliance Executive Committee (2022-2023); Member of Science and Technical Committee for the 
International 4per1000 initiative (2016-2018); Convening Lead Author for Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change (IPCC) Special Report on Climate Change and Land (2017-2019); Lead Author 
for IPCC Sixth Assessment Report (2019-2022); Convening Lead Author for Agriculture and 
Forestry Chapter of IPCC Fifth Assessment Report, Mitigation volume (2010-2014); Convening 
Lead Author of IPCC Fourth Assessment Report, Mitigation volume (2004-2007); Lead Author of 
IPCC Good Practice Guidelines 2006 (2004-2006); Convening Lead Author of IPCC Good Practice 



Guidelines for Greenhouse Gas Inventories for Land-Use, Land-Use Change & Forestry (2002-
2004); Convening Lead Author for UN-FAO Status of World Soil Resources Report (2014-2017); 
Director of Food Systems, Scottish Food Security Alliance-Crops (2013-2016); Scientific Steering 
Group of International Soil Carbon Network (2013-present); Member of DfID’s Research Advisory 
Group (2016-2019); Member of Defra’s Science Advisory Council (2011-2013); Expert Advisor to UK 
Committee on Climate Change (2011); Member of Programme Development Group for the Centre 
for Ecology and Hydrology (2008-2013); UK National Ecosystem Assessment Expert Group 
Member (2009-2011); Coordinating Lead Author for UK National Ecosystem Assessment Chapter 
on Regulating Services (2009-2011); New Zealand Agricultural Greenhouse Gas Research 
Centre’s International Science Advisory Group (ISAG) (2010-present). UK Foresight Project on 
Global Food and Farming Futures, Expert Review Leader on Competition for Land (2009-2010); 
Royal Society of Edinburgh Convener for the Organismal and Environmental Biology sectional 
committee (2011-2013); Royal Society of Edinburgh Fellowship Committee Member (2009-2013); 
Royal Society of Edinburgh BP Fellowship Committee Member (2010-present); Steering 
Committee Member of European Union – Framework V/VI CarboEurope Consortium (2002-2003); 
Lead Author for the IPCC Special Report on Land Use, Land-Use Change and Forestry (published 
in 2000); Member of IPCC/OECD Working Group on the IPCC Revised Guidelines for national 
greenhouse gas inventories (1996); Chair of Global GCTE Global Soil Organic Matter Network 
(SOMNET) (1996-2002); Professorial selection committee for various universities; NERC/BBSRC 
Soil Science Advisory Committee member (2003-2008); Member of the International Geosphere 
Biosphere Program (IGBP) Global Carbon Cycle Project (1998-present); Management Committee 
and WG3 chair of EU-COST Action 627 (2000-2006); European Climate Change Programme 
Working Groups on Agriculture, Soils and Research member (2001); UK Co-Chair of Climate 
Mitigation and Adaptation Working Group of UK-China Sustainable Agriculture Innovation Network 
(2009-present); Editorial Board Member of seven journals including Agriculture, Ecosystems & 
Environment (2006-2015) and Current Opinion in Environmental Sustainability (2015-present). 
Editor of: Journal of Environmental Quality (1997-2003); Global Change Biology (2007-present); 
Global Change Biology Bioenergy (2009-present); Royal Society Open Science (2019-present). 
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